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36 The Old Testament Student. 

temptation, etc.; (2) as throwing light upon the purpose and method 
with which he entered on his public ministry ; (3) as suggesting the diffi- 
culties awaiting him (Lk. 4:13) ; (4) as establishing him in his character ; 
(5) Heb. 2:18. 

IT. The Material Organized. 

1. Classify the material under the following heads (cf . Study I. ; Iv.) : 

1) persons; 2) places; 3) events; 4) literary data; 5) Jesus as man; 6) Jesus as more than man. 

2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement (follow method suggested in Study 

I.), e.g.: 
i 1. v. 9, Jesus coming is baptized by John. 

v. 10, After baptism, from the open heaven, the Spirit descends on him ; 
v. 11, A voice from heaven speaks approvingly to him. 

Jesus is baptized, receives the Spirit and hears an approving voice from heaven. 
S 2. v. 12, At once the Spirit drives him to the wilderness. 

v. 13, Where among wild beasts he is tempted by Satan and ministered to by angels. 
Under the Spirit's impulse he seeks the wilderness and there is tempted by Satan. 
%i 1, 2. Jesns Is baptized and receives the Spirit at whose impulse he seeks the wilderness and 
there is tempted. 

Y. The Material Applied. 

1. Symbols. The usefulness of Symbols in religion (e. g. Baptism) : 

1) to develop personal religious life ; 

2) to preserve the purity of religious teaching ; 

3) to illustrate and testify to religious truth. 

2. Temptation. 1) Distinguish it from trial ; 2) the blessing in it ; 3) the need 

of a more than human power to resist it ; 4) the peculiar temptations of the 
spiritual life. 



STUDY III.— BEGINNING IN GALILEE. MAEK 1:14-20. 

. 1. What four events preparatory to the ministry of Jesus ? 2. Show how each was a 
preparation. 3. From the material already gathered form a general conception of Jesus 

as he enters on hiB ministry. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Note the following points in vs. 14-20 : 

1. The time; Jesus enters Galilee ; 5. their response (v. 18) ; 

his work (v. 14) ; 6. sees James and John ; their 

2. his words (v.15) ; work (v. 19); 

3. sees Simon and Andrew (v. 16) ; 7. he calls them ; their response 

4. his invitation (v. 17) ; (v. 20). 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. Entry into Galilee. 1) Mt. 4:12-17. Note (a) places (v. 13); (b) 0. T. prophecy (vs. 14-16); (c) 

preaching begun (v. 17). 

2) IA. 8:23; 4:14-30. Note (a) age of Jesus; (b) at Nazareth (4:16-30); effect of his work, (vs. 
14,15). 

3) John 4:1-8,46-54. Observe (a) region left, reasons for leaving (vs. 1-3); (b) attitude of 
Galileans (v. 45); (c) at Cana (vs. 46-54). 

2. Call of followers. l)IIt. 4:18-22. Observe the almost verbal agreement. 

2) Iik. 5:1-11. Classify (a) points of agreement with Mk.; (b) pointsof difference; (e) added 
facts or details. Decide whether this is, (a) the same event more fully narrated; (b) a 
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totally different one ; or (c) closely related, occurring either immediately before or after. 
Luke's sources for his narrative as compared with Mk. and Mt., whether the same or dif- 
ferent. 

m. The Material Explained. 

1. TEXTUAL TOPICS AND QUESTIONS. 

1) V. 14. (a) John was delivered up. This marks Difference between "believe" and "be- 

(1) the close of his ministry; (2) the lieve-in"? 

beginning of Jesus' active and inde- 3) T. 16. (a) Sea of Galilee. (1) Where? Another 

pendent ministry. name ? (3) Characteristic features ? 

(b) Gospel of God; i. e. glad-tidings (b) Fixhers. Learn something about 

from God. Cf. v. 15 as its substance. (1) kinds of fish; (2) methods of catch- 

2) T. 15. (a) The time; i. e. "the appointed ing; (3) extent of trade: (4) social 

time," (1) predicted by prophecy ; (2) position of fishermen. 

realized with the close of John's 4) T. 17. Come after me. The regular invita- 

ministry. tion of a teacher to become a perma- 

(b) Is fulfilled. O. T. figure; cf. Gen. nent disciple. 

29:21. 5) T. 20. Hired servants. What inference as to 

(c) Is-at-hand; almost, "is-here." the social rank of Zebedee? 

(d) Believe in; i. e. exercise-faith-in. 

2. GENERAL TOPICS. 

1) Previous Movements of Jesus, (a) Bead John 1:29-3:22; 4:4-43. (b) Make a 

list of the events, (c) From John 2:13 and 4:35* calculate the probable 
length of the period between the temptation and the Galilean beginning, 
(d) Give some general idea of the character and results of this period, 
usually called the Judsean ministry, (e) Reasons for the omission of these 
events in -the other Gospels, whether (1) ignorance; (2) design, no Gospel 
intended to be exhaustive ; (3) these events comparatively unimportant. 

2) GalileeA (a) Origin and meaning of the word; (b) divisions of the country; (c) characteristics 

of the land and people ; (d) previous history ; state at that time. 

3) The Galilean Message. T. 15. (a) In view of its brevity, may this verse be 

regarded as a summary or text of the discourse? (b) Let the student 
analyze it, e. g. two facts and a two-fold command, (c) In the light of the 
O. T., study the phrases, "the time" (Dan. 7:22; 8:19; 11:35; Gal. 4:4) 
and "Kingdom of God" (Exod. 19:6; 1 Sam. 8:7 ; 12:12; 2 Sam. 7:12-16; 
Isa. 6:5; Dan. 2:44,45; 7:14,18). Make a rough definition of each phrase 
for further study, (d) Compare John's message (Mt. 3:2) with this (1) in 
form, (2) in its facts, (3) in its motives (cf. Mt. 3:10-12). (e) In what 
respects, if any, does this message refer to the coming of the Christ ? 

4) The Calling of the Four. Ts. 16-20. (a) Picture the scene and details of the 

event, (b) In the light of John 1:35-42 explain the sudden call and quick 
response, (c) To what kind of service does this call invite (cf. vs. 17, 18)? 
(d) Can Lk. 5:1-11 be explained as a special call to Simon in view of John 
1:41? (e) Compare the relations of Jesus and the four with (1) that of 
prophets and their followers (cf. 1 Kings 19:19-21; 2Kgs. 2:2); (2) that of 
the Rabbis and their disciples. 

IV. The Material Organized. 

1. Classify the material under the following heads : 

1) persons ; 2) places ; 3) important events ; 4) habits and customs ; 6) important words 
and phrases ; 6) literary data. 



* The Passover coincided in time with the spring harvest, usually occurring in April, 
t Cf. Smith's Bible Diet. Art. Galilee. 
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2. Condense the material into the briefest possible statement, e. g. : 

§ 1. v. 14, When John is imprisoned, Jesus comes into Galilee preaching, 
v. 15, " The time for God's Kingdom is come ; repent and believe it." 
After John's imprisonment Jesus preaches in Galilee. 
§ 2. v. 16, He sees Simon and Andrew fishing in the sea of Galilee, 
v. 17, He calls them to become his followers, 
v. 18, They follow. 

Simon and, Andrew become his followers. 
§ 3. v. 19, He sees James and John mending their nets, 
v. 20, He calls them; they leave all and follow. 
James and John become his followers. 
§§ 2, 3. Simon and Andrew, James and John, become his followers. 
§§ 1-3. After John's imprisonment Jesus preaches in Galilee and secures four followers. 

V. The Material Applied. 

Religious Progress. Observe certain elements of the method with which Jesus 
began his work and consider their present value in the spread of the truth. 

1. Preaching good tidings from God (v. 14) — compared, e. g., with the printing- 
press, and other agencies. 

2. Demand for repentance and faith in the Gospel (v. 15) — the condition on 
which true religious life is possible. 

3. A personal relation to Jesus involving sacrifice of all other things (v. 18)— 
the most fruitful means in developing right character. 



STUDY IV.— THE GALILEAN MINISTRY: THE PERIOD OP PUBLIC 

FAVOR. MARK 1:21-45. 

Resume. 1. The work of Jesus before he comes into Galilee. 2. The events of the Galilean 
beginning, 1) the two according to Mark, 2) additions from other sources. 3. The theme 
of his preaching. 4. Grounds on which his ministry may be said really to begin at this 
public entrance into Galilee (v. 14; Mt. 4:17). 5. Relations of Jesus and the Four. 

I. The Material Analyzed. 

Bead carefully Mark 1:21-45 and note the contents, e. g.: 

1. Experience in the Synagogue (vs. throughout Galilee (vs. 35-39) ; 
21-27) ; 5. a leper healed (vs. 40-44); 

2. resulting fame (v. 28); 6. wider fame and desert ministry 

3. at Simon's house (vs. 29-34); (v. 45). 

4. retirement for prayer; ministry 

II. The Material Compared. 

1. With vs. 21-39, cf . Lk. 4:31-44. 5. Observe the possible bearing of this mate- 

2. With vs. 29-34, cf . Mt. 8:14-17. rial on the relations of these three Gos- 

3. With vs. 40-45, cf. Mt. 8:2-4; Lk. 5:12-16. pels;* e. g., which is the more prob- 

4. Make lists of 1) additional material ob- able conclusion, 1) Matthew draws his 

tained; 2) possible disagreements in account from Mark; 2) Mark takes Luke 

facts or their arrangement; 3) material and adds to it; 3) Luke condenses Mark; 

peculiar to Mark. 



* The student is here introduced to the problem of the origin of the Gospels. The subject 
is intricate yet important and cannot be neglected. Each " study " will contain more or less ma- 
terial helpful in its investigation. The important work is to master the facts presented in the 
Gospels themselves. The larger commentaries may profitably be consulted for a fuller discus- 
sion, but all theories should be regarded with caution. 



